People rely on many different measures to control and prevent floods. Most of these measures have both advantages and disadvantages.
ANALYZE
There are many benefits to controlling floods by allowing rivers to flood naturally. However, allowing a river to overflow onto its floodplain has costs as well. For example, areas preserved as wetlands cannot be used for farming or development. Describe the benefits and costs of controlling river floods. What issues must be considered in deciding how to control flooding?
Section Review

13.4
Describe how floodplains, levees, meanders, and oxbow lakes form.
What are some of the causes of floods?
Describe some of the artificial means used to control flooding. Image not available.
CRITICAL THINKING
Please refer to the image in the textbook or in the eEdition CD.
